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will be. This is all good news, if we who remain behind will conti-
nue the work of our more fortunate comrades who are being im-
prisoned. I do call them fortunate, for it is the privilege of the
oppressed to be in prison. Where tyranny rules, prison for a just
man is an honourable place. It is the price that a tyrant exacts
from those who cross his path or purpose. These imprisonments
should teach us to persist in our effort. We need no leaders when
the way is mapped out for us. We are in the happy position of
knowing what to do and how to do it. Let us show ourselves
worthy of swaraj by feeling not despondent but elated over the
incarceration of leaders and going on with our work with the
calm courage of the Egyptian congregation in the anecdote relat-
ed by me.
No MORE STICKS
During our travels in Madras and the Ceded Districts as else-
where, we found much dissipation of energy. Vast crowds gather-
ing everywhere and waiting for hours in order merely to have a
glimpse. The yelling and the noise were unbearable. We noticed,
too, that wherever previous preparation was made as in Trichino-
poly, Ghettinad, Tinnevelly and other places, the order was all
that could be desired, and we were able to go through a great
deal of work without any difficulty. In the Ceded Districts,
however, we saw the volunteers carrying bamboo sticks seven feet
in length. These were meant to be used for forming chains to pro-
tect the guests from the crowds rushing towards them. I could
see that the sticks were a hindrance, interfered with easy move-
ment and constituted a danger in the midst of crowds. I was my-
self in danger of having my eyes hurt more than once. And ins-
tead of feeling the protection of the volunteers, I felt the danger
of their long sticks causing me serious injury any moment. I
showed the volunteers that strong ropes would serve their pur-
pose much better than these sticks, Maulana Azad Sobhani saw the
point of my remarks, and as the sticks could never be used by the
volunteers under the pledge of non-violence for causing hurt, he
induced them at Tadpatri to put them away, I would suggest
such a change to all volunteer corps. As our movement is avowedly
peaceful, it is much better even to drop sticks. Soldiers of peace
that we are, we should copy the ordinary soldier as little as possible
whether in point of uniform or otherwise.
WANT OF TRAINING
It was painful to notice the want of training among the volun-
teers in many places. Except at the few places such as I have men-